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What they said: 

 
“Rather than tackling the likes of Lonely Planet and Rough Guides by helping readers with the questions of 
‘where to stay’ and ‘where to go’, this novel guide aims to enrich your time on safari. Author Patrick 
Brakspear, who owned and operated a safari business in Mana Pools national Park in Zimbabwe until 2004, 
starts the book with some background on Africa, and provides a checklist of what you need to do before 
you leave home. He then takes you through what to expect on safari, including demystifying safari jargon; 
teaches you the nuances of learning to observe and question all that you see and hear; explains the habitats 
and animals you will encounter, their behaviour and physiology; provides you with a wealth of interesting 
facts about the wildlife; and introduces you to many other aspects of an African safari including birding, 
trees, insects and wildflowers and the night sky. A reference section contains greetings and useful phrases in 
a variety of African languages, photographic tips, animal checklists, spoor charts and country maps and 
finishes with a comprehensive glossary of safari terms and definitions. The illustrations by William Sykes are 
an added bonus to this great safari companion.” 
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